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Celeste Bergum

I believe Cod is the creator ofheaven and earth and ofall life, who gave his only son for us so

Ihat we, ourselves, could have etemal lil'e. God our Father, is everywhete in our lives and always at

our side. He is a big part of my life and my faith is what gets me through tough times and the

st.uggles I go through in life.

I'm also very grateful for what Jcsus went thrcugh so that our sins could be forgiven and so

that we could have elemal life. The bible teaches us thrcugh the stories of Jesus the path to take in

life and the way of the Lord which is the road I try to follow as a child of God.

I think that the Holy Spirit helps us to make good choices throughout our lives a1ld helps us

know how to go about things when we are toubled. The }loly Spirit is our voice inside, the voice of

God, who helps us know good from wrong and gives us the strength for helping others and the

sbength to get through hard times.

Baptism means to me, that I'm accepted into being a part ofGod's family. The people who

have been the most influential to me aboul God would be my mom and gmndma. They give me a lot

of support and help. I think the more faith and belief in God a person has in them, the happier they

are in lilb and the more they can enjoy life and realize how they're blessed. God is a huge part oflife.

He means a lot ofthings. He gives me hope and couage for what's ahead ofme, and when you have

no one to tum to God is always there and He always will be no mafter what.

Communion is important to me because it rcminds me that our sins tvill be forgiven and that

even',r,hen we make bad choices, God still loves us and forgives us.



Hqnnsh Eckblud
One ofmy favorite memories as a little kid in Sunday school, I don,t remember exactly how

old I was but that doesn't matter to much. I was in Sunday school. and it was du ng music. We u,ere

talking about creation and Loraine (1,m really sonl,ifl spelled your name wrong) said, ,,1 like to
picture God sitting the.e next to Jesus and saying, 'Watch this., Then. he took some play Do and

created the Earth." a,,d she went through all the stages how God created the Earth. I remember sitting

there, smiling at how cool that was, even ifl had been way past the pla).Do pla).ing age.

Did you know Jesus told com) jokes? [le did. Do your remember the story $here Jesus

tumed water into wine? He was at a \\'edding. A party where he was enjoying himsell, just as .we 
do_

Jesus was human,just as we are. He experienced good. fun things human experiences like corny
jokes and parties. He also experienced bad things. still today. hanging on the cross is the n,'ost painful

way to die. Jesus knows rvhat it's like to be human. He's been here. yeah, him clying lor us is

important, but I think him living lbr us was almost as important. He needed to live on Ea(h lbr us to

understand. Then he had to die for us so our sins x'ould be forgiven. I leamed that at Luther Dell, a

place that completely revolutionized my faith. Jesus died for all ofus; the least u,c can clo is live our

lives or him.

Chistopher Paolini is an author who wrote the Inheritance series and I instantl)- fell in love

with the quote one ofhis characters. Saphira, "Live in the present, remember the past, and fear not the

future. For it doesn't exist and it neve. shall. There is only ght no11.', I instantly fell in love with this

quote for a couple leasons. Mainly, just because I've nevei thought oflife that way. Tomoro\! was

just something that \ as almost here. Really, it'll never be tomorrow. When it is, it won,t be tomorow

anymore. it'l1be today. l've also had to explain to people this doesn't mean to put something off
because "It'll never be tomorfow." That's not \hat this quote was going for. In the context. Eragon,

another chamcter, was uorked up about this fight he'd have to have $,ith a corupt king and Saphira

wasjust telling him not to wor], when the time comes, he'll be ready. It's the same thing with God. I

know I for one, am not somebody who likes to hand my problems over to God, soratch that. I don,t

like to hand my problems over to anvone: I'm like a stubborn 3-year-oid who likes to do even4hing

hersell but like a 3-year-old. I can't do everr.thing myself. fhere are things \\,e need God,s help wi1h.

things that are out ofour control. Yes, u,e need to do all we can to ready ourselves but there,s no use

worrying about what wc can't conlrol. God will take care ofus.



Ben Grimsrud

Beniamin's Beliefs

I, Benjamin Lawrence Grimsrud, believe in God u,ho we call the Hol"v Spirit, the Father. etc. I

believe in Jesus Christ, and that he died lor our sins by means ofcrucifixion on the cross. I rr,'on,l

bother to tell vou how he created us because that \r'ould take too long. but I will tell ),ou ho\& my

journey to become a full-fledged member ofthis church has been. I was baptized. rvent through man)-

years of Sunday school, I took my first commudon, we[t through a couple long years of
colfrmation class, and now I am here before you. Being a good Christian to me means that I help

people who need help wher] I can, but don t 1et them make me do everlthing for them. and help

people who don't necessarily know they nced help. Also it means to try to go to church more than

twice a yeax. I figued out praying is like talking to God, which can be a casual talk orjust straighr to

the point ofwhat I $,ant. In some ofmy leaming I learned about the Pentateuch, and that it is these

books in the bible: Gencsis, Exodus, Leviticus. Numbers, and Deuteronomy, and stufflike that. I

won't remember halfofit in ten years, but I hope to remember important stufflike that the Bible has

an area in ftont that says where all the books olthe Bible are. Another thing woLrld bc that Jesus died

before Easter not on it, and rose three days iater on Easter. What I find flL]I1y is that a bunny rabbit

giving out candy is the mascot for Easter; I mean come on it's a rabbit doesn't anybody find that a bit

weird. Back on topic. my biggest influences in becoming a Christian are probably m), pa.ents, and

my little brother Will's middle name. Will's middle nane is Chistopher. and $ould ha\'e been

Ckistia.r ifhe were bom four da.vs later on Christmas, which I always find just a little bit funny for

some reason. My Parcnts because they always took me to Sunda) school. confrmation classes, and

church when I needed to go. So basically a short summary ofthis is: God is our savior, Jesus Christ is

his son who died painfully for our sins on the cross, and that \\'e all must i'ace God's judgment one

day when etemiq comes a-klocking, and that my family. and I want me to be a Ch stian.



Dylan Johnson

I b€lieve that God created everything on earth including us. lle saved us from the time of

trial. We are saved tfuough God's grace by the giving ofhis son. Jesus Christ. I believe Jesus

answers our prayers all the time. lle listens ard will always be there for us. The beginning of my

faith started *ith my baptism. I ]eamed a lot ofthjngs that I know about Jesus in Confirmation,

Sunday school and at home. I believe that Jesus uill forgive our sins no matter u,hat happens. I'm

still leaming about how God will forgive our sins. Jesus died on the cross and he rose again, so that

we can have forgiveness ofour sins and etemal life. I believe ue cannot go through life $'ithout

Jesus in our lives: Jesus will help us through thick and thin in our lives. I belieye there are many

paths we can take in life; Jesus will help us on ourjoumel and he will help us until we reach our

destination of eternal life. I believe that everyone should take time out ofthere da] and pray to him

and thank him. God does so much lbr us everv dav.

I believe that God is our protector, and Jesus is our savior. and that the lloly Spirit guides us

into our ne* life after we die. I believe that I am a child ofGod and a speaker ofhis \\.ord, and that

no matter what I do God will love me, and I will love him. I believe in the Hol) Spirit as unseen

force that helps you ask the question "What would Jesus do?" And if 1'ou keep Jesus in the certer of

your life some ofhis qualities $'i1l rub offon you; graciousness. courage, honesty, and respect for

others. I believe that as we are conl'irmed we are confirming our t'aith in Jesus Chiist, God and the

Holy Spirit.

I believe that we should all believe in Jesus Christ our Savior and everyone have the

opportudty to know who he is.



Mitch Magnuson

The story ofmy faith begins with my bapiism on the Easter Vigil service of l ggT F.rom there

I leamed in Sulday School about rhe Bible. the sto es within and my relationship w.ith God. The

next step was my confirmation classes. Here I leamed in depttr about Cod,s L,,ceasi,,g love for us, the

Ten Commandments, the meadng of the Lord's Prayers. the O1d and Ne.!\,. 'leslament. and the

Apostle's Creed. I also leamed more about Pastor f)avid, and my lellorv Conjirmands. and it *,asn,t

until now that I realized that I have been with these men and uomen ali my lilb and have hardly

kaown them until now. Even though I'm about to get confirmed, this is not even ciose to the end of
the story of my faith. I believe God has a plan for us all and that he presents us evervday with choiccs

that can affect ourjourney and how we get there. I believe that God created the universe and all that

lies q,ithin. I believe he breathed life into Adam and Eve, and has watched over human kind since

then. I believe that baptism is the beginning ofour personal faith joturey, and thar it js the very first

forgiveness ofour sins. I believe in the Holy Trinity. the great three in one. and that Jesus, God.s only

son, died on the cross to for us. I beliele that God lovcs us no matter what we do and no mattet ifwe
love him back or not. I also believe that God chose us to be God's people, the sheep ofhis pasture,

and I believe that God will provide everything we \aill need in our life, for it sa),s in psal 2l, ,.The

Lord is my shepherd; I shall not $ant. He makes me to iie down in green pastures: he leads me beside

the still waters. IIe restores my soul: he leads me in the paths ofrighteousness for his name,s sake." I

believe God can do an)thing and through God I can also do anlrhing. for it says in philippians 4:13

"I can do all things through Chdst who strengthens me." Through Chrisl I will accomplish much. I
want to thank all the people *ho where encouraging in my journe,v. Fimt. I Bant to thank my parents.

who always guided and taught me to always say my prayers before each meal and bed. I $,ant to

thank Pastor David lor teaching and preaching and heiping me understand God and all God does for

us. Another person I want to thank is my mentor. Ch sCain, for encouraging me in m) Journey.

Also, I watrt to thank one ofmy best friends. Isaiah Ondler, for teaching, encouraging and being next

to me ilt myjoumey offaith. I a]so want to thank my fellow Confirmands in heing there beside me

the entire time, and I cannot wajt to spend more time with them on mission trips, during youth group

on Wednesdays, and anywhere else I might happen to see them.



Jamie Rowe

Hi my name is Jamie Rowe and I am going to tell you my faith story'.. I am going to talk about

the times we had in confirmation. I remember when we all u.ent to Good Earth Viliage and *e u,ere

playing ultimate Erisbee and I was running for it and I tripped and feil in the *eeds at'rd every, one

laughed at me and they said that they wished that they had a video camera so thev conld get that on

video. Then we went to bed and we tumed offall the lights, one offte lights was flickering so Ben.

Mitch, and DJ thought that I was crazy. Now I will tell you some things about Jesus and church.

What Jesus sacrificed means to me is that he gave his life to us so $'e can live to tell Cod We thank

him for that. We pray and go to church and we also go up and get wine and bread for his sacrifice.

Throughout my confirmation years we have bean learning about God and his people. Jesus loves us

all even if we do something wrong and bad. Jesus is aluays with you at all times and every day. What

Holy Communion means to me is that the wine is Jesus blood and the bread is his body. During

confirmation everybody had fun and Pastor Dave always tried to make it as fun as he can and I

always had fun during confirmation and church and Good Ea h Village when we went to it. What

my baptism means to me, is that you all were celebrating for me 'r,hen I was bom and celebrating it

every year on my birthday for 14 years now.

Now that confirmation is over I will always remember the good times and the bad times, the

trips and confirmation itself, the games were fun during confirmation and on Wednesdavs when we

got milkshakes. Confirmation was always fun and evel'thing in it.



Emily Smith

My life has been ajourney through Christ. It all srarted when I \r,as a little bab),ar my
baptism. After that, t went to chuch with my family and when I got older, I started going to Sunday
school, attended sumfter camps at Good Earth Village and at Luther Dell, sang in choir irnd
participated in Chtistmas programs. I aiso became a Shepherd. went to confirmation class and
leamed more about God and what I have been mised to believe in. Well,all olthis was actuall).my
parent's idea. They decided to have me baptized, go to Sunday school and go through Confirmation
class.

A couple months ago \r'hen I really started to think about l\hat this rvas all supposed to meaD
and the whole point of confirmation. . ..well the word kind ofsays it ail. I am confirming what has
been done for me by my parents. Thisisml time to say. "Yes, God. I do want to be a pan ofyour
family and I rvant you to be in my lil'e forever."

It has taken many years for this day to come. Many people have been a pafi of this ioumey.
These people inspire me to leam more about God and they help me to strive to be an over-all well-
lounded pe$on. My brother's sponsors. Amy and Mark Bronner, have been a huge part ofthis
joumey. They have shoq,n me that life isn't about things and stuffpeople have. They show me the
God is #1 and that Hc gives us every.thing we need, plus a little more. My Uncle Greg is my sponsor.
He loves to sing and I think he sings like an angel. When we go to church qith him and his family,I
like to sit by him because I love to hear him singl My Uncle is very successful in life and this is a
blessing from God. I look up to my Uncle and thi*, "What a wonderful God we havel,, My mertor
is Karen Heimer. She encoumged me when I was in choir. She has come to my home and we have
played our flutes together. Karen is my "go-to" person when I have questions. She has helped me
make my stole and write my faith statement during confirmation classes. She even took her weekend
offto spend time in a cave and sleep on a bunk-bed at our confirmation class retreatl Karen is a very
patient person and very knowledgeable when it comes to talking about God.

Confirmation wasn't al*'ays completely "serious." In 7rh grade. I remember Pastor David
saying. "What happens during conlirmation stays in confirmation." l kind of liked this rule, because
it made confirmation class much more fun. You don't have to thinl about asking a question that
might sound stupid to everyone else, because more often than not. the question would have many
ans$ers and it would get us $'ay offtopicl There have been many highlighls during confirmation,
likc going to Luther Dell with Hannah and others. I u,ould encouragc al] youth to go to campl Ir is
lots offun....unless you get hun every year....(cough, cough) Danil We have had many good laughs.
Especiallv when Janie fell in the *eeds ar Good Earth Village while playing ultimate frisbee or when
\\'e were going to Luther Dell the first year and Jamie Tierce looked out the rvindow and shouted.
"Look! The ocean" when it was reallyjust a lakel

My joumey tkough Christ has been full ofadventures. Lots ofhappiness and some tears, but
those were because we I'ere leaving campl My joume-y. never the less. hasjust begun and I have so
much more to ieam. Yes, God, I welcome you into my life.



Lindsey Thompson

I believe that rvhen m) parents baptized me I was marked with ihe cross ofChrist. and I officially

staded my Christian j ourney and faith. I am happ), that at a young age I started being inYolved in

church by going to Sunday school. In Sunday school, I was able to nake ne\\, friends and to start

leaming about God and Jesus, and the Bible. God and my family have taught me vaiues that I $'ill

carry throughoLrt iil!. such as being a good pe$on, being respectful. and keeping my Christian

faith. I hold Jesus close to my heart because of the sacrifice he made for us on the cross. I knowthat

whenever I am scared, or not sure. orjust want someone to talk to, God and Jesus are there. and as

bad as times could get in the fu1ue, God u,ill never give us more than we can handie. I could not

coturt a1l the memories I have had through the church. My first day ofsunday school, my first

communion. and now my conftrmation. Being a Christian is a comforting 1'ee]ing. fhat way I

kno\\,that Cod and Jesus are there. ard when I pass away, I will be u'elcomed into Gods kingdom.

Prayer is very important to me. I take it as a bonding experience bet\aeen God, and L I think thar is

needed in a person's iife. When my., grandpa passed away. prayer really heiped mc get through that

time. Prayer is also good in my life to just thank God tbr all he has done for m,v family and me. This

is only the beginning ofmy life with God. I am going to contirue to be active in the church

community. I look fonvard to the day I have my own famil_v and involve them in the Christian faith.

I would like to thank my mom, dad, and sister, Amalda for being there for me, and helping me

through Sunday school, first communion, and everyday lifc. t would also like to thank my mentor,

Jackie Tute$ohl for guiding me through my last year of confimation, and Pastor David for teaching

me about God and Jesus, and the Bible during Confirmation. and at church.


